6o        THE  LIFE "STORY  OF  A  BRAHMAN
and a month before its advent both households begin to
prepare for the fray.
A red square is made in the compound of the bride's house,
and on this are placed two wooden stools, on one of which the
bride sits, and opposite to her a lucky woman. This woman
now marks the girl's forehead with an auspicious mark the size
of a shilling piece (whereas the ordinary size is no bigger than
that of a threepenny bit) and puts a necklace of gold round her
neck. At the same time in the bridegroom's home a lucky
. woman has been marking him and giving him a necklace.
Now the preparations are indeed begun, and amid a perfect
cataract of arriving relatives and excited conversation clothes
are discussed, ordered and bought, and some of the dry food,
such as seva and pafada'1 is prepared. The first papada
that is made is worked up into a rough image of GarieiSa (the
god of lucky beginnings), and when the biscuits are put on
the bedstead to dry, they are very careful that this Gane^a
biscuit shall be the first one put down. At this time, too, in
both houses a feast is given, to which the relatives arc invited,
and amidst great rejoicings auspicious songs are sung, and
every single aunt and cousin is given a present of molasses
before they leave.
From now right up to the wedding day amongst certain
Brahmans (not Nagara for instance) both the girl and the boy
are rubbed all over with finely-ground parched beans and
turmeric mixed with sweet oil The turmeric must be ground
in a hand-mill turned by seven lucky women, who all put
their hands on it at the same time. Every evening women
now come and sing auspicious songs and are repaid in dates
and betel-leaf.
Invitation cards are issued about this time to friends living
at a distance, These always have the image of Gape^a im-
printed on them and are sent out in the name of the senior
njan of the household.
1 'Seva resembles vermicelli and fapaufa are delicious wafer-like pan-
cake-shaped lentil cakes or biscuits, which Brahmans make better than
any one else.